
National Lawyers Guild of Chicago


Know Your Rights


If you are contacted by the FBI or the Chicago police, please call the National Lawyers Guild of Chicago Hotline Immediately:





NLG Chicago Hotline: 312-913-0039





Do I have to answer questions if I am contacted by the police or FBI?


You have the constitutional right to remain silent. It is not a crime to refuse to answer questions.  If you are questioned by the police or an FBI agent, you may respond by saying: “I am going to remain silent. I want to speak to a lawyer.” 


If there is a police officer or an FBI agent at your home or office who asks to talk with you, you can say: “I have nothing to say. Slide your business card under the door. My lawyer will call you.”


Can the police or FBI search my home or office?


Although there are some exceptions, generally, police and FBI agents cannot search your home or office without your consent or a warrant. If an agent asks to search your home or office, you can say: “I do not consent to a search.”


If the police officer or FBI agent says that he or she has a search warrant, you may ask the officer or agent to slip it under the door.  You may confirm the warrant has the correct address. You might then open the door and say: “I am going to remain silent. I want to speak to a lawyer.”


*Please note: Lying to the FBI or Chicago police is a crime.
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