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May 10, 2024

President Paul Alivisatos
University of Chicago
5801 S. Ellis Avenue
Chicago, IL, 60637

We the undersigned lawyers, legal experts, and legal workers write to the University of Chicago
out of great concern for the repression of free speech on the university's campus. It has come to
our attention that the University's administration is sending students to disciplinary hearings that
carry the threat of sanctions rising to suspension or expulsion for participating in protests in
solidarity with Palestine, and that the University’s administration has taken steps towards
sanctioning the campus’ chapter of the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) for speech related to the
genocide in Palestine. We believe these actions violate the students’ First Amendment rights,
University Policies and Regulations, and are in conflict with the University's commitment to
freedom of expression.

Since its founding, The University of Chicago has prided itself on being a safe haven for free
speech. In 2014, The University of Chicago reaffirmed its commitment to free speech and
expression by articulating and adopting the “Chicago Principles.” First Amendment scholar, and
Edward H. Levi Distinguished Professor of Law, Geoffry R. Stone stated that “the University has
a solemn responsibility not only to promote a lively and fearless debate and deliberation, but also
to protect that freedom when others attempt to restrict it.” These sacrosanct “Chicago Principles”
have served as an inspiration for numerous other universities’ free speech policies. As you wrote
last year, with this unique position in the landscape of higher education “comes an obligation to
model the tough work of practicing free expression.”

The University has been a historic site of student social engagement, including throughout the
1960s when students held demonstrations,occupied school buildings, and engaged in civil
disobedience to support the Civil Rights Movement, and to advocate for an end to the Vietnam
War. The University’s commitment to free speech and expression has ultimately endured and
made it a stronger institution. However, this culture is under attack—not from outside forces or
agitators—but by the University’s own heavy-handed, censorious, and ham-fisted response to
students expressing support for Palestine.

https://provost.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/documents/reports/FOECommitteeReport.pdf
https://chicagomaroon.com/37655/viewpoints/op-ed/advancing-uchicagos-distinct-culture-of-free-expression/
https://chicagomaroon.com/37655/viewpoints/op-ed/advancing-uchicagos-distinct-culture-of-free-expression/
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At the time of drafting of this letter, more than 34,000 Palestinians have been killed by the Israeli
army. Thousands more are injured. Children have been traumatized, orphaned and have had
limbs amputated. In response, protests have erupted in the streets and campuses across the world.
Students of conscience at the University of Chicago from all backgrounds—including a number
of Palestinian and Jewish students—have engaged in actions on campus to make their voices
heard on the issue. Such actions are the very lifeblood of any university espousing a dedication
to free speech and expression. The University has nevertheless chosen to take punitive actions
against those who implore campus leaders to “disclose” all University investments and to
“divest” all material support for Israel. Such sanctions will materially harm these students’
academic and future professional lives. The effect of the sanctions or threat thereof will
ultimately stifle rigorous inquiry and chill the very freedom of expression on which the
University prides itself.

In its harsh stance against the students and their NLG chapter who have raised their voices in
solidarity with Palestine, the University has betrayed its highest principles, and places itself on
the wrong side of history. For free speech to exist at all, it must be vigorously defended in times
of profound tension and disagreement. As the Palestinian people face what the International
Court of Justice determined to be a “plausible genocide,” it is imperative that the University of
Chicago not suppress the voices of those who choose to support their struggle. Such a tragic and
contentious political event is precisely when free speech and expression must be given necessary
space to breathe. Now is the moment the University must honor its duty - as you articulated - to
“model the tough work of practicing free expression.” This is precisely not the moment to restrict
speech that challenges people to think and act with conscience.

We the undersigned, collectively call upon President Alivisatos and the University of Chicago to
immediately drop all disciplinary actions against its students who have raised their voices for
Palestine, and remove sanctions against the campus chapter of the National Lawyers Guild.

Sincerely,

The Chicago Chapter of the National Lawyer Guild and supporting organizations, law
professors, lawyers, legal workers and law students:

Organizations:

Chicago Appleseed Center for Fair Courts
Chicago Community Bond Fund

First Defense Legal Aid
Illinois Prison Project
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Muslim Bar Association of Chicago Palestine Legal

Law Professors:

Sheila Bedi
Leonard L. Cavise

Elizabeth Dale
Yelena Duterte
Craig Futterman

Lawyers
Raul Aguilar
Nabeela Ahmed
Skye Allen
Molly Armour
Steve Art
Jonathan Ballew
David F. Black
Sarah Blair
Nieves M. Bolanos
Lauren Carbajal
Daniel Carlomany
Anna C. Carlozzi
Joey Cavise
Rebecca Clough
Cathryn Crawford
Maya Demianczuk
Joseph DiCola
Michael Drake
Kevin Duffy Jr
Ben Elson
James R. Fennerty
Jeffrey Frank
Sara Garber
Mariah E. Garcia
Jenny Goltz
Sharlyn Grace
Cole Gunter
Jason Guthartz

Paul Haidle
Pat Handlin
Sam Harton
Wally Hilke
Charles Hoffman
Millicent Hoffman
Janine L. Hoft
Zohal Khan
Rima Kapitan
Susan Kaplan
Hanna Kaufman
Albert J. King
Emily Komp
Elisa Y. Lee
Darryl Li
Nebula Li
Mary Rita Luecke
J. Major
Nabihah Maqbool
Hannah Marion
Alyssa Martinez
Daniel Massoglia
Joey Mogul
Katie (Kizer) Montenegro
Iveliz Orellano
Tayleece Paul
Alexis Picard
Michael Podgurski
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Gerald Polanco
Jordan Poole
Megan Porter
Robin Potter
Melinda Longford Power
Annie Prossnitz
Malcolm Rich
Cruz Rodriguez
Fadya Salem
Steven Saltzman
Haley Shefferman
Matthew Shepard
Kendra H. Scheuerlein
Isaac A. Schwarz
Andrew D. Segal
Jawad Shalabi

Nora Snyder
Jennifer Soble
Andrew Sowle
Jacqueline Spreadbury
Joan Steffen
Heather Sticht
Max Suchan
Jan Susler
Ciara Taylor
Tara Thompson
Alex Tillett-Saks
Madeline Townsend Rose
Joy Tull
Steven Walker
Rachel White-Domain
Nadia Woods
Amanda Yarusso

Legal Workers:
Stephanie Agnew
Lourdes Arias
B. Dean
Hailey Edwards
Elizabeth Frank
Elena Gormley
Heather Lindahl
Lilia Vanessa Martinez
Noah Massillon

Matthew McLoughlin
David Mendieta
Marc Motter
Aaron Niederman
Urooj Rahman
Brynn Schaal
Nell Taylor
Andy Thayer
Matt Thibodeau

Law Students:
Marshan Allen
Ak Alilonu
Noor Alsheikh
Emile Boghos

Destinie Brooks
Sam Clendenning
Keegan Dyer
Abigail Ellis
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Brendan Epton
Nicolette Gordillo-LaRiviere
Taylor Horton
Rama Izar
A. Khan
Bridget L.
Elizabeth Lerum
Jake Marshall
B. Martinez
A. Mir
Ayesha Mohammed
Abigail Neill
B. Pabon
M. Pena

David Prunty
Laya Reddy
Danielle S.
Dania S.
Worood S.
Zaid Salem
M. Simkin
Himani Soni
Sebastian Torero
Nina W.
A. Walsh
Aasiyah Wasif
Melissa West
Aneesa Z.


